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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Daniel J. Deneufbourg on 10/25/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

3. Claim 1 has been deleted in its entirety and has been replaced with - A pack 
adapted to be carried by an individual in an over-the-back relationship and comprising a 
single member for supporting the pack about the waist and/or hips of the individual 
carrying the pack, the pack defining a hollow interior and including a front panel defining 
an outer surface and a bottom panel, the member being defined by a continuous strip of 
material which has been bent and shaped to define a base and a pair of arms, wherein 
said base is located within the interior of the pack and extends along the bottom panel 
of the pack in a generally horizontal and parallel relationship relative to the bottom panel 
and wherein said arms extend through respective openings defined in the pack and in a 
direction generally normal to the front panel, wherein the pair of arms are adapted to 
engage the waist and/or hips of the individual carrying the pack and are made of a 
flexible material which allows the shape of said arms to be changed along the length 
thereof so as to allow said arms to be manipulated by the individual carrying the pack 
into at least a first selected bent and curved position against the waist and/or hips of the 
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individual carrying the pack, wherein said flexible material of said arms allows said arms 
to independently retain said at least first selected bent and curved position when said 
arms are released by the individual carrying the pack. - 


4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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